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Pinus strobus Ij

The Weymouth Pine has soft short
needles that grow in groups of five
and bears banana shaped cones that
are often flecked with sticky white
resin.

4 WELLINGTONIA
Sequoiadendron giganteum

The Wellingtonia, otherwise known
as the Giant Sequoia, as introduced
to this country in 1857 and has been
planted widely in parks and gardens.
In its native California it is capable of
reaching ages in excess of 3500 years.
Such impressive powers of survival
stem in part from the red fibrous bark
that covers the tree, protecting it
from the fires that commonly occur
in the woodlands of Californi

S5 SYCAMORE

Acer pseudoplatanus |
Two Sycamores stand either side of
the bridge. The tree is Europe’s larg-
est maple and it bears the traditional
maple shaped leaf. Thought to have
been introduced by the Romans, the
Sycamore today has been natura-
lised through the British Isles causing
aserious threat tothe conservatio of
ourwoodlands.

6 FALSE ACACIA

Robinia pseudoacacia ‘frisia’
Thetree with its striking yellow leaves
can be spotted clearly in the summer
from the other end of the lake. The
rugged bark and the thoms on the
twigs will help with identification
during the winter.

gn;eendleaves, run in a line along the
undary. Requiring temperate con-
ditions and freely draining soil for
good growth, the trees natural range
extends no further north than Eng-
land. The canopy of the tree tends to
be very dense, casting a heavy shade,
which is why beech woodlands have
a very limited ground flora. The
wood, which is white in colour and
easily worked, is used for fumiture
making.

11 CRACK WILLOW
Salix fragilis*

These willow stools are coppiced on a
regular basis. This is a traditional form
of tree management, which involves
cutting back all branches to the trunk.
The regrowth provides consistently
straight poles, which were used for
making hurdles and baskets. The tree
thrives in damp soil and is commonly
found growing beside rivers. The
brittle nature of the wood allows
branches to snap off and take root in
a muddy bank further down-stream.

12 BLUE CEDAR
Cedrus atlantica var glavca

The species, which is both hardy and
fast growing, is native to the Atlas
Mountains in Morocco. The needles
like those of the Cedar of Lebanon
grow singly on the current year's
growth and in rosettes on the previ-
ous year’s shoot. It tends to flower in
autumn 1.?151”9 shaped cat-
kins that fall from the tree in consider-
able numbers. The cones which take
two years to open are large, sphere
shaped and sit on top of the branch-
es,
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16 SWEET CHESTNU
Castanea sativa

Three very old Sweet Chestnuts run
in a line beside the path towards the
children’s play area. The bark on the
tree spirals distinctively round the
trunk and the leaves are large with
toothed edges and parallel veins. it is
another native of the Mediterranean
and was probably introduced by the
Romans for the chestnut fruits. It is
still harvested and used for post and
rail fencing in a number of Bromley’s
Woodlands today.
17 HORNBEAM i
Carpinus betulus*
The Hombeam, a native to the south
east of England, has a high shade tol-
erance enabling it to grow happily
under dense oak and Eeech wood-
land. The leaves, which are alterna-
tive, have a double toothed edge and
I:mmlnent parallel veins. The snake
ke patterns that stand out on the

grey bark makes identification at any
time of year fairly easy.

18 COMMON ALDER
Alnus glutinosa*
Alder thrives in wet ground and is
commeonly found lining the banks of
rivers. This speclrnen with its four
stems and ?)e of over 7 metres is
thought to be one of the largest in
London. The leaves are alternate,
rounded and often have an indent at
the tip. Small cone shaped fruits will
hang in the tree throughout the year.
ability to grow in nutrient poor soils

by fixing nitrogen make it a popular
choice for planting up waste ground
and on slag heaps.

ormamental collectuons and amenity
belts in parks and gardens.

23 MAIDENHAIR
Ginkgo biloba

This primitive yet extremely hardy
species has survived for more than 250
million years. The leaves, which are
two lobed and fan shaped, tum amber
in the autumn. This twin sternmed ex-
ample makes it easily recognisable.

24 HoLLY

llex aquifolium*
The regular cutting and shaping of this
holly has given the impression it is one
tree, whereas it is in fact made up of a
number of individual stems. It is the
positive response to cutting that
makes the holly such a c];ood hedge
plant. The wood of holly is whrte
sometimes with a greenish sn"eak
and is dense, hard and heavy. It is a
native to the British Isles and can be
found ?rcnmng in the most inhospi-
table of conditions.

25 YEW TREE
Taxus baccata*

The Yew was held sacred in many Eu-
ropean mythologies, which might ex-
plain the presence of the tree in
churchyards today. Some of these
churchyard trees are thought to be
over 3000 years old although their
tendency to hollow out in the centre
makes dating of such veterans diffi-
cult. The fluted bole, evergreen leaves
and red berries give the tree quite dis-
tinctive features.

For further information, we recom-
mend:
Collins
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